Your Family History (Bear Achievement 8d)

Genealogy:

The study of family history.

Descendant:
A person related to one who lived in the past.

Ancestor:

Somebody from whom somebody else is

directly descended.

Immigrant:
Someone who came from another country.

How do you find out about your family?

· Ask adults, especially older ones.

· Look at old birth records, photographs, and other documents.

· Old family Bibles sometimes have records in them.

· Write to relatives in other cities or countries.

· The Buffalo and Erie County Public Library has a genealogy section in the downtown library, which merged with the library of the Western New York Genealogy Society to form the largest family history resource in Western New York.  They have census records, ship registers, old newspapers, and lots of other stuff to search though.

· Erie County Hall has old birth, death, and marriage records.

· The members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) are great genealogists, and are happy to share their information with non-Mormons.  The LDS church on Maple Road has a family history center that is open to non-members.

· There are many good web sites on the Internet:

· Brother's Keeper genealogy software

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/brothers_keeper
· Family Tree Maker's Genealogy Site Internet Family Finder

http://www.familytreemaker.com/cgi-bin/iff
· FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service

http://www.familysearch.org
· Genealogical Records Fact Sheet

gopher://unix6.nysed.gov/00/research-service/genea-fact
· Hamrick Software - U.S. Surname Distribution

http://www.hamrick.com/names
· Social Security Death Information Search Engine

http://www.uftree.com/UFT/FamilyTracer/SSDI/search.html
· The Genealogy Home Page

http://www.genhomepage.com
· The Surname Springboard Main Page

http://geocities.com/~alacy/spring.htm
· Tuffsearch's NY Links

http://members.aol.com/Tuffsearch/NYLINKS.html
· Yahoo! Arts/Humanities/History/Genealogy

http://dir.yahoo.com/Arts/Humanities/History/Genealogy
Things to remember:

· In many countries, lots of records were destroyed during wars or natural disasters, so finding information can be hard.  But, don’t get discouraged!

· Almost all Americans, except for Native Americans (American Indians), are immigrants or descendants of immigrants.

· Many European names are either places, occupations, or names of ancestors, for example:

· “da Vinci”, from the city of Vinci;

· “Smith”, the town blacksmith; or

· “Erickson”, son of Eric;

· Names often change, either because the immigration officers misspelled them, or because the immigrants themselves wanted them to be more “American” sounding.  For example, the German name “Zimmerman” might have become:

· “Zimmer”, because it’s shorter and easier to spell;

· “Simon”, because it kind of sounds like that; or

· “Carpenter”, because that’s what the word means.

So, when you’re looking for your name in old records, you have to also look for other spellings as well.  Sometimes, the change happened after they came to America!

· Genealogy is about more than just finding out who’s related to whom.  We also like to find out about how they lived, what they did for work and for fun, why they lived where they did, and so on.  For example, many people came to this country when things were not so good where they lived, such as when the potato plants died in Ireland and the Irish had no food.  Many people settled in Buffalo because they helped dig the Erie Canal, or worked on the railroads, in the grain elevators, or in the steel mills.  Buffalo used to be a very busy place!

MY FAMILY TREE by                          .

In each box, write the name of the person.  On the back of this page, write something about each of them.
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